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ABSTRACT

The anticipated outcomes that are intended for conducting this research are to
study the messages and ideas encapsulated within physical construction, extraneous
decorations to buildings and artifacts being contemporaneous with perceptual
experience in Wat Benchamabopitr Dusitvanaram. This research is obtained through
effort that the Wat is symbolic representation of Buddhist Cosmology; nevertheless the
symbol was assigned the meaning other than the former one; as in reign of King Lithai,
by a member of the aristocracy in the reign of King Chulalongkorn the Great. Wat
Benchamabopitr Dusitvanaram is the representative of the apparent surface of the
imaginary oriental and occidental spheres, which embraces the concept of Buddhist
Cosmology based upon Triphum (Three Spheres in Buddhist Script) in another
perspective of interpretation. Wat Benchamabopitr Dusitvanaram is still symbolization
of the great Buddhist emperor with ten virtues.

However, Wat Benchamabopitr Dusitvanaram is signified and iconic mental
representation of nation-state formation, which legitimated by Buddhist Philosophy. In
such colonized are in the reign of King Chulalongkorn the Great, the state of Siam
needed to be unified and centralized. The artifacts found in Wat Benchamabopitr
Dusitvanaram represented the stability of Siam and symbolization of civilization in the

reign of King Chulalongkorn the Great.
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