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Analysis Of The Factors For Characterizing Democratic Citizenship By

Lower Secondary Students At Opportunity Expansion Schools
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Abstract
In this thesis, the researcher studies factors for characterizing democratic citizenship

by lower secondary students at opportunity expansion schools.

The sample population consisted of 600 lower secondary students enrolled in the
academic year 2017 at opportunity expansion schools in Thanyaburi district under the
jurisdiction of Pathum Thani Educational Service Area Office Two. A questionnaire was used to
collect data concerning the charactristics of democratic citizenship.

Data were analyzed through the use of exploratory factor analysis (EFA). In addition,
applying principal component analysis (PCA), the researcher extracted componential factors.
The criterion for retention of factors was to select those factors whose eigenvalue was greater
than or equal to 1 (=1). Verimax rotation was then utilized to eliminate all but a few factors
concomitant with appropriately rotating the orthogonal basis. The criterion for the selection of
variables for each factor thence became whether loading factors showed values greater than
or equal to (=) 0.40. These factors were thereupon selected as the important variables.

Findings are as follows:

fifteen factors were found to be considered as the characteristics of democratic
citizenship by the students. These factors were explanatory of variance at 52.631 percent.

The factors were: (1) responsibility; (2) skills; (3) seeking knowledge; (4) morality; (5)
the characteristics of democratic politics in government; (6) conservation of the environment;
(7) having a public mind; (8) traditional and cultural citizenship; (9) showing respect for others;

(10) showing leadership in bringing to bear dhamma principles on life; (11) creativity; (12) self-
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reliance; (13) living a life in society; (14) social and economic roles; (15) showing respect for

rights, freedom, equality, and human dignity.

Keywords: 1. Factor Analysis, 2. Good citizenship in a democratic.
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